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$10 million tapped for commumty centers

By Catherine
Dominguez
STAFF WRITER

Montgomery County is
using $10 million in feder-
al funds to build two new
community centers,
which will allow organiza-
tions and residents to host
public and private events.

The new facilities will
be in Precincts 1and 2.

Construction is expect-

ed to begin late this year
and be completed by late
2026.

“We are in the design
process,” Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Robert Walker
said of the 15,000-square-
foot center that will be lo-
cated near the Conroe
North Houston Regional
Airport. “I've been work-
ing on it for a little over a
year.”

Precinct 2 Commission-

er Charlie R11ey said the
new center in his precinct
will be off Woodtrace Bou-
levard near FM 2978.

“It’s in the final design
phase,” Riley said.

According to informa-
tion from the county, the
community centers in
Magnolia and Willis were
also funded with federal
funds.

The centers will include
offices for nonprofit orga-

nizations. Walker said the
cost will be just a $1a year
for those organizations to
operate out of the facili-
ties.

Residents will also have
access to space in the cen-
ters for private events,
such as baby showers and
birthday parties.

“It’s going to be a real
nice center,” Walker said.
“It’s going to support the
community.”

Jason Féchtman/Staff file photo
The two new centers will add to existing ones,
including the County Community Development Center.

Lawsuit accuses fertility clinic of using damaged embryos

By Evan MacDonald

STAFF WRITER

Nicole and Agustin
Alarcon began to worry
they were doing something
wrong after their third at-
tempt at in vitro fertiliza-
tion again ended without a
pregnancy.

Then a doctor called
them with a startling ad-
mission. The  couple
learned the embryos used
in all three IVF cycles had
been damaged earlier this
year but that a Houston fer-
tility clinic opted to move
forward with the transfers
anyway, according to a law-
suit filed Monday in Harris
County District Court.

The Alarcons are one of
five couples who filed the
lawsuit that accuses Texas-
based Aspire Fertility In-
stitute of failing to notify
patients until months after
a failure at its Piney Point
laboratory occurred
around  February or
March. Aspire attributed
the failure to contaminated
or defective freeze medium
— a specialized solution
used to preserve embryos,
eggs or sperm — made by
medical equipment manu-
facturer CooperSurgical,
the lawsuit says.

The Alarcons said they
endured three failed IVF
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Agustin and Nicole Alarcon tell reporters Tuesday
about the three failed IVF cycles they underwent
that they later discovered used damaged embryos.

cycles in March, April and
June before learning of the
lab failure three weeks ago.
Two of the transfers were
unsuccessful and the third
resulted in a miscarriage.

“They kept us complete-
ly in the dark,” Nicole Alar-
con said Tuesday at a news
conference. “They failed to
tell us about it, and really
set us up for a lot of heart-
break.”

The other four couples
opted to remain anony-
mous in the lawsuit but
have similar stories, said
Robert H. Marcereau, a
California attorney who is
one of four lawyers repre-
senting the couples. Sever-
al couples may be unable to

try another round of IVF in
the future, he said.

“This was probably their
last chance to have biolog-
ical children, because some
of our clients are older,”
Marcereau said. “These
were their last embryos
and their last shot.”

Dozens of patients’ em-
bryos were damaged in the
lab failure, and Aspire re-
ported an “almost zero”
success rate on transfers
after the damage occurred,
the lawsuits says.

Aspire and CooperSur-
gical are named as defen-
dants in the lawsuit, which
seeks more than $1 million
in damages for each plain-
tiff. The Chronicle reached

out to both companies
Tuesday but has not yet re-
ceived a response.

A hearing in Harris
County District Court has
not yet been scheduled, ac-
cording to court records.

The lawsuit says that if
CooperSurgical's  freeze
medium is to blame, it
would represent a “dis-
turbing pattern” for the
manufacturer. Last year,
the company recalled a dif-
ferent product that is used
in the IVF process. At least
eight families have filed
lawsuits that claim one of
the company’s products
damaged their embryos.

The Houston lawsuit is
similar to one that Marce-
reau and his partners at the
California-based Fertility
Law Group filed earlier
this year in that state. That
lawsuit accuses a fertility
lab of mistakenly damag-
ing embryos by exposing
them to hydrogen perox-
ide, then transferring them
to patients.

“They broke our trust’
Agustin  Alarcon, 32,
and Nicole, 31, began dating
16 years ago in high school.
They began trying to con-
ceive immediately after
they married in 2020, but
they were unsuccessful.
The couple tried intra-

uterine insemination, an-
other type of fertility treat-
ment, twice last year before
pursuing IVF. The process
resulted in 14 viable embry-
os, but their first three at-
tempts at transferring
those embryos were unsuc-
cessful.

The couple was shocked
when an Aspire doctor
called to tell them about the
lab failure. He recommend-
ed against moving forward
with any more transfers
because the embryos were
“essentially destroyed,” Ni-
cole Alarcon said at the
news conference.

“A fertility clinic is sup-
posed to help you grow a
family,” she said. “You put
a lot of trust in these peo-
ple. And they broke our
trust, and so many other
families.”

Nicole Alarcon said the
Aspire doctor told them
that the fertility clinic no-
ticed its success rates begin
to drop earlier this year but
initially believed there was
a problem with the way
their embryos were being
thawed. The doctor said
the clinic didn’t realize the
extent of the damage until
later, she said.

Attorneys for the cou-
ples said they had a fertility
doctor review images of the
embryos to confirm they

had been damaged before
they were transferred.
They also interviewed pa-
tients and Aspire lab per-
sonnel who told them the
fertility clinic had an “al-
most zero” success rate
with the damaged embry-
0s, Marcereau said.

‘Our life savings’

Agustin Alarcon noted
that the failed IVF cycles
also had financial conse-
quences for the couple. Es-
timates put the cost of a sin-
gle cycle of IVF at $12,400.
The Alacorns paid out of
pocket and even sold a car
to pay for the treatments.

“It was a lot of savings.
Pretty much our life sav-
ings at this point,” Agustin
Alarcon said.

Attorneys declined to
say Tuesday whether As-
pire has offered any form of
compensation after the lab
failure.

Attorneys for the couple
said they hope the lawsuit,
and others like itwill high-
light the fact the IVF indus-
try is lightly regulated.

“There’s nothing that
says what these fertility
clinics can and can’t do,”
said attorney Michelle B.
Hemesath, a partner at Fer-
tility Law Group. “We're
hoping that cases just like
this one will spur change.”



