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WATERDISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ON TAXRATE
The HARRIS COUNTYM.U.D. #501 will hold a public hearing on a proposed tax

rate for the tax year 2024 on October 2, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. at The Lakehouse,

10000 Towne Lake Parkway, Cypress, TX. Your individual taxes may increase

at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax rate that is

adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in relation to the

change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the taxable value of

your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all other property

determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to find a link to your local property tax database

on which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes,

including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings of

each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Wayne C. Tyson, Jonathan Cowen,

DeBra D. Edwards, John Casey, Jared Day

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this

taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this

year.

Last Year This Year

Total tax rate (per $100 of value) $ .80000/$100
Adopted

$ .60000/$100
Proposed

Difference in rates per $100
of value

$ .20000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease
in rates(+/-)

-25.00%

Average appraised residence
homestead value

$ 677,099 $ 724,544

General homestead exemptions
available
(excluding 65 years of age or older or

disabled person’s exemptions)

$ 33,855 $ 36,227

Average residence homestead
taxable value

$ 643,244 $ 688,317

Tax on average residence
homestead

$ 5,145.95 $ 4,129.90

Annual increase/decrease in
taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted
(+/-)

and percentage of increase (+/-)

$ -1,016.05

-19.74%

NOTICE OF VOTE

ON TAXRATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance,

and contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence

homestead increasing by more than 3.5 percent, an election must be held to

determine whether to approve the operation and maintenance tax rate under

Section 49.23602, Water Code. An election is not required if the adopted tax rate

is less than or equal to the voter-approval tax rate.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval

tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011

WATERDISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON

TAXRATE
The MONTGOMERY COUNTY M.U.D. #42 will hold a public hearing on a

proposed tax rate for the tax year 2024 on October 3, 2024, at 12:00 p.m. at 375

Lake Meadows Drive, Montgomery, Texas 77316. Your individual taxes may

increase at a greater or lesser rate, or even decrease, depending on the tax

rate that is adopted and on the change in the taxable value of your property in

relation to the change in taxable value of all other property. The change in the

taxable value of your property in relation to the change in the taxable value of all

other property determines the distribution of the tax burden among all property

owners.

Visit Texas.gov/PropertyTaxes to finda link toyour local property taxdatabase

on which you can easily access information regarding your property taxes,

including information about proposed tax rates and scheduled public hearings

of each entity that taxes your property.

FOR the proposal: Stacy Gehring, Brent Fannin, William Thomas, III,

Natalie Gigliotta and Darrell Webster

AGAINST the proposal: None

PRESENT and not voting: None

ABSENT: None

The following table compares taxes on an average residence homestead in this

taxing unit last year to taxes proposed on the average residence homestead this

year.

Total tax rate (per $100 of value)

Last Year This Year

$.93000/$100 $.93000/$100

Adopted Proposed

Difference in rates per $100 of value $.00000/$100

Percentage increase/decrease in

rates (+/-)

.00%

Average appraised residence

homestead value

$281,194 $299,464

General homestead exemptions

available

(excluding 65 years of age or older

or disabled person's exemptions)

$0 $0

Average residence homestead

taxable value

$281,194 $299,464

Tax on average residence homestead $2,615.10 $2,785.01

Annual increase/decrease in taxes if

proposed tax rate is adopted (+/-)

and percentage of increase (+/-)

$169.91

6.49%

NOTICE OF TAXPAYERS' RIGHT

TOELECTION TO REDUCE

TAXRATE
If the district adopts a combined debt service, operation and maintenance,

and contract tax rate that would result in the taxes on the average residence

homestead increasing by more than eight percent, the qualified voters of the

district by petition may require that an election be held to determine whether to

reduce the operation and maintenance tax rate to the voter-approval tax rate

under Section 49.23603, Water Code.

The 86th Texas Legislature modified the manner in which the voter-approval

tax rate is calculated to limit the rate of growth of property taxes in the state.

Bob Leared Interests 713-932-9011

Montgomery County is
using $10 million in feder-
al funds to build two new
community centers,
whichwill alloworganiza-
tions and residents to host
public and private events.

The new facilities will
be in Precincts 1 and 2.

Construction is expect-

ed to begin late this year
and be completed by late
2026.

“We are in the design
process,” Precinct 1 Com-
missioner Robert Walker
said of the 15,000-square-
foot center that will be lo-
cated near the Conroe
North Houston Regional
Airport. “I’ve been work-
ing on it for a little over a
year.”

Precinct 2Commission-

er Charlie Riley said the
new center in his precinct
will be offWoodtraceBou-
levard near FM 2978.

“It’s in the final design
phase,” Riley said.

According to informa-
tion from the county, the
community centers in
Magnolia and Willis were
also funded with federal
funds.

The centerswill include
offices for nonprofit orga-

nizations. Walker said the
cost will be just a $1 a year
for those organizations to
operate out of the facili-
ties.

Residents will also have
access to space in the cen-
ters for private events,
such as baby showers and
birthday parties.

“It’s going to be a real
nice center,” Walker said.
“It’s going to support the
community.”

$10million tapped for community centers
By Catherine
Dominguez
STAFF WRITER
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The two new centers will add to existing ones,
including the County Community Development Center.

Nicole and Agustin
Alarcon began to worry
theywere doing something
wrong after their third at-
tempt at in vitro fertiliza-
tion again ended without a
pregnancy.

Then a doctor called
them with a startling ad-
mission. The couple
learned the embryos used
in all three IVF cycles had
been damaged earlier this
yearbut thataHouston fer-
tility clinic opted to move
forward with the transfers
anyway, according toa law-
suit filedMonday inHarris
County District Court.

The Alarcons are one of
five couples who filed the
lawsuit that accuses Texas-
based Aspire Fertility In-
stitute of failing to notify
patients until months after
a failure at its Piney Point
laboratory occurred
around February or
March. Aspire attributed
the failure to contaminated
or defective freeze medium
— a specialized solution
used to preserve embryos,
eggs or sperm — made by
medical equipment manu-
facturer CooperSurgical,
the lawsuit says.

The Alarcons said they
endured three failed IVF

cycles in March, April and
June before learning of the
lab failure threeweeks ago.
Two of the transfers were
unsuccessful and the third
resulted in a miscarriage.

“They kept us complete-
ly in thedark,”NicoleAlar-
con said Tuesday at a news
conference. “They failed to
tell us about it, and really
set us up for a lot of heart-
break.”

The other four couples
opted to remain anony-
mous in the lawsuit but
have similar stories, said
Robert H. Marcereau, a
California attorney who is
one of four lawyers repre-
senting the couples. Sever-
al couplesmaybeunable to

tryanother roundof IVF in
the future, he said.

“Thiswasprobably their
last chance to have biolog-
ical children, because some
of our clients are older,”
Marcereau said. “These
were their last embryos
and their last shot.”

Dozens of patients’ em-
bryos were damaged in the
lab failure, and Aspire re-
ported an “almost zero”
success rate on transfers
after the damage occurred,
the lawsuits says.

Aspire and CooperSur-
gical are named as defen-
dants in the lawsuit, which
seeks more than $1 million
in damages for each plain-
tiff. The Chronicle reached

out to both companies
Tuesday but has not yet re-
ceived a response.

A hearing in Harris
County District Court has
not yet been scheduled, ac-
cording to court records.

The lawsuit says that if
CooperSurgical’s freeze
medium is to blame, it
would represent a “dis-
turbing pattern” for the
manufacturer. Last year,
the company recalled a dif-
ferent product that is used
in the IVF process. At least
eight families have filed
lawsuits that claim one of
the company’s products
damaged their embryos.

The Houston lawsuit is
similar to one that Marce-
reauandhispartners at the
California-based Fertility
Law Group filed earlier
this year in that state. That
lawsuit accuses a fertility
lab of mistakenly damag-
ing embryos by exposing
them to hydrogen perox-
ide, then transferring them
to patients.

‘They broke our trust’
Agustin Alarcon, 32,

andNicole, 31, begandating
16 years ago in high school.
They began trying to con-
ceive immediately after
they married in 2020, but
they were unsuccessful.

The couple tried intra-

uterine insemination, an-
other type of fertility treat-
ment, twice last year before
pursuing IVF. The process
resulted in14 viable embry-
os, but their first three at-
tempts at transferring
thoseembryoswereunsuc-
cessful.

The couple was shocked
when an Aspire doctor
called to tell themabout the
lab failure.Herecommend-
ed against moving forward
with any more transfers
because the embryos were
“essentially destroyed,” Ni-
cole Alarcon said at the
news conference.

“A fertility clinic is sup-
posed to help you grow a
family,” she said. “You put
a lot of trust in these peo-
ple. And they broke our
trust, and so many other
families.”

Nicole Alarcon said the
Aspire doctor told them
that the fertility clinic no-
ticed its success rates begin
to drop earlier this year but
initially believed there was
a problem with the way
their embryos were being
thawed. The doctor said
the clinic didn’t realize the
extent of the damage until
later, she said.

Attorneys for the cou-
ples said theyhada fertility
doctor review imagesof the
embryos to confirm they

had been damaged before
they were transferred.
They also interviewed pa-
tients and Aspire lab per-
sonnel who told them the
fertility clinic had an “al-
most zero” success rate
with the damaged embry-
os, Marcereau said.

‘Our life savings’
Agustin Alarcon noted

that the failed IVF cycles
also had financial conse-
quences for the couple. Es-
timatesput thecostofasin-
gle cycle of IVF at $12,400.
The Alacorns paid out of
pocket and even sold a car
to pay for the treatments.

“It was a lot of savings.
Pretty much our life sav-
ings at this point,” Agustin
Alarcon said.

Attorneys declined to
say Tuesday whether As-
pirehasofferedany formof
compensation after the lab
failure.

Attorneys for the couple
said they hope the lawsuit,
and others like it,will high-
light the fact the IVF indus-
try is lightly regulated.

“There’s nothing that
says what these fertility
clinics can and can’t do,”
said attorney Michelle B.
Hemesath, apartneratFer-
tility Law Group. “We’re
hoping that cases just like
this one will spur change.”

Lawsuit accuses fertility clinic of using damaged embryos
By Evan MacDonald
STAFF WRITER

Raquel Natalicchio/Staff photographer

Agustin and Nicole Alarcon tell reporters Tuesday
about the three failed IVF cycles they underwent
that they later discovered used damaged embryos.


